DEEP FOCUS: Roberty Flaherty

The Life of Robert Flaherty

Robert Flaherty, credited as the father of documentary filmmaking, was born in Michigan in 1884. As a
young man, he explored and trapped in Canada with his father, and later studied mining. From 1910 to
1916 he served as a guide for the mapping expeditions of Sir William Mackenzie to Hudson Bay. It was on
one of these expeditions with Sir Mackenzie that Flaherty decided to bring along some film equipment to
film the land and the people that he had come to know very well. The film produced from this expedition
was accidentally destroyed, but it inspired Flaherty to make his first documentary film, Nanook of the
North (1922). After some initial problems with distribution the film became internationally acclaimed.
Flaherty was frequently his own cinematographer and sometimes his co-scripter. He was able to make only
a handful of films, but his work still served as the basis on which many of the principles of documentary
films were built. John Grierson and the British documentary filmmakers of the 1930's, with whom Flaherty
collaborated with on the films Industrial Britain (193 1), proclaimed him a master. In the 1960's, years after
Flaherty's deaths, young French documentary filmmakers like Jean Rouch founded cinéma vérité on
Flaherty's work.

Refusing to use documentary as a tool for propaganda, Flaherty sought to achieve a clear, yet poetic
perspective in his films, working toward a perfect balance between showing the ways things were and
communicating how he thought it should be,

Flaherty practiced the paradoxical aesthetic that seems to find its way into the careers of many filmmakers:
the struggle between the artistic and the commercial. Refusing to make films that would compromise his
sense of the artistic and the truth, Flaherty made all of his films under different financial arrangements.
Nanook of the North was sponsored by a fur-trading company,Revillon Fréres; Moana (1926) was filmed
under Paramount Pictures; Man of Aran (1934) was funded by a British production firm, Gainsborough;
Elephant Boy (1936) was produced by British film producer Alexander Korda who later produced many of
the Carol Reed-Graham Greene films like The Third Man ; The Land (1941) was commissioned by the
United States Film Service and the Department of Agriculture; Louisiana Story (1948) was made for
Standard Oil. Flaherty frequently argued with the producers of his productions, and not surprisingly this
resulted in his departure from several projects either before or during production. W. S. Van Dyke and F.
W. Murnau both completed White Shadows in the South Seas (1928) and Tabu (1931), respectively,
without him. He was involved in an aborted project with Orson Welles and was dismissed by the War
Department Film Division during World War I due to conflicts with Frank Capra, who headed the
department, and the Army.

Flaherty's idealistic practices in film, though responsible for a less than financially prosperous film career,
secured him a small but remarkable body of work. Flaherty died in Vermont in 1951
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Dewey No.:  791.43/0233/0924 B 19
Notes: "Filmografia": p. 145-148.
Includes bibliographical references.
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Motion picture producers and directors -- United
States -- Biography.
Control No.: 86169427 //r88

http://'www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcflaherty.htm

Author: Barsam, Richard Meran.
Title: The vision of Robert Flaherty : the artist as

myth and filmmaker / Richard Barsam.
Published:  Bloomington : Indiana University Press, c1988.
Description: «xii, 144 p. :ill. ; 25 cm.
LC Calt No.: PN1998.3.F59 B37 1988
Dewey No.:  791.43/0233/0924 19

ISBN: 0253320747
0253204607 (pbk.)
Notes: Bibliography: p. [136]-140.

Includes index.
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951 -- Criticism
and interpretation.
Documentary films -- Production and direction.
Control No.: 87045488

Title: Omnibus. V, vol. 18 / TV-Radio Workshop of the
Ford Foundation ; producer, Robert Saudek.
Published:  United States : ABC-TV, 1957-02-03.
Description: 2 videocassettes of 2 (90 min.) : sd., b&w ; 3/4
in, viewing copy.
1 videoreel of 1 (90 min.) : sd., b&w ; 1 in.
master.
LC Call No.:  VBE 2413-2414 (viewing copy)
VTA 0349 (master)
Notes: Copyright notice on film: The Ford Foundation ;
1957.
Season number and volume number from production
papers.
Associate producer, Richard Dunlap ; staff
director, Charles S. Dubin ; drama consultant, Walter Kerr ;
feature editors, Mary V. Ahern, William F. Suchmann ; film
supervisor, Boris D. Kaplan.
Host: Alistair Cooke.
Telecast date from production papers.
Present arms / with the Shattuck School Drill
Team and the Royal Household Brigade of Guards (8 min.) --
Boudreaux interview / interviewer, Alistair Cooke ; guest,
Joseph Boudreaux (3 min.) -- Louisiana story / produced and
directed by Robert Flaherty ; photography, Richard Leacock ;
editors, Helen Van Dongen and Ralph Rosenblum ; music, Virgil
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Thomson ; cast, Joseph Boudreaux, Lionel Le Blanc, Mrs. E.
Bienvenu, Frank Hardy, C.P. Guedry (66 min.) -- Interview
with Ricky Leacock / interviewer, Alistair Cooke ; guest,
Richard Leacock (2 min.).
An episode of the television cultural anthology
series consisting of 4 segments of varying lengths. The first
segment is a film, the third segment is an excerpt from a
fitm.
The first segment, a film entitled Present arms,
is compiled from two other films, The Shattuck School Drill
Team, and Trooping the colour.
Louisiana story was originally released in 1948
and ran 77 minutes, according to William Murphy's book
entitled Robert Flaherty--a guide to references and resources
(1978).
Inctudes commercials for Aluminium Limited and
Union Carbide. DLC
Received: 10-1-86 from LC video lab; viewing copy
and master; gift, copied from material on loan; Wesleyan
University Collection.
Subjects:  Drill and minor tactics.
Bayous -- Louisiana -- Drama.
0il well drilling -- Louisiana -- Drama.
Louisiana -- Description and travel.
Rural population -- Louisiana -- Drama.
Series. mim
Television. mim
Educational/cultural works. mim
Other authors: Saudek, Robert, 1911- production.
Cooke, Alistair, 1908- host.
Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951, production.
Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951, direction.
Leacock, Richard, camera,
Durant, Helen, editing.
Boudreaux, Joseph, cast.
Other authors: Ford Foundation. TV-Radio Workshop.
Shattuck School.
Great Britain. Army. Brigade of Guards.
ABC Television Network.
Wesleyan University Collection (Library of
Congress) DLC
Other titles: Present arms.
Boudreaux interview.
Louisiana story.
Interview with Ricky Leacock.
Trooping the colour.
Shattuck School Drill Team.
Control No.: 89706492 /MP/r922

http://www.mala be.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcflaherty.htm

Title: Moana / Famous-Players Lasky Corp. ; direction,
scenario, photography, Robert Flaherty.

Published:  United States : Paramount Pictures, 1926.

Description: 7 reels of 7 on 6 (5552 ft.) : si., b&w ; 35 mm.
ref print.
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1 reel of 7 (r2) (1180 ft.) : si., b&w ; 35 mm.
ref print (copy 2)
7 reels of 7 (5552 ft.) : si., b&w ; 35 mm. dupe
neg.
LC Call No.: FEA 6260-6265 (ref print)
FGC 7842 (ref print, copy 2)
FPA 9505-9511 (dupe neg)
Notes: Copyright: Famous Players-Lasky Corp.; 24Feb26;
MP3348.
Moana, Ta'avale, Fa'amgase, Tu'ugaita, P'ea.
NCN013605; Moana. DLC
Moana was also known under the title Moana of the
south seas.
Reference source used: American Film Institute
catalog, feature films, 1921-30.
Received: 9/15/75; ref print; gift; AFI/Paramount
Collection.
Received: 2/8/73 from LC film lab; ref print
(copy 2) and dupe neg; gift; AFI/Paramount Collection.
Subjects:  Documentaries and factual films and video. mim
Anthropological films and programs. mim
Other authors: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951, direction,
writing, camera,
Other authors: Famous Players-Lasky Corporation.
Paramount Pictures.
AF1/Paramount Collection (Library of Congress)
DLC
Other titles: Moana of the south seas.
Control No.: 91721509 /MP

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcflaherty. htm

Title: Inuit portraits and scenes [graphic].
Published:  c1922.
Description: 18 photomechanical prints : 17 photogravures on
mounts and 1 color halftone ; 19 x 25 cm. or smaller.
LC Call No.: LOT 13020
Notes: Portraits of individual Eskimo men, women and
children; most are informally posed, a few are in action,
e.g. hurling spear, hunting walrus, paddting kayak, listening
to a gramophone. Also includes scenes of an abandoned Eskimo
village, a husky dog, men fishing, and a portrait "A Labrador
Cree". Named sitters: Sapa, Allegoo, Tooktoo, Nyla.
Title devised. Captioned in pen below image.
Probably originally photographed during the
filming of Robert J. Flaherty's 1922 film "Nanook of the
North," financed by Revillon Fraeres fur company.
Some images appear in: My Eskimo friends / Robert
J. Flaherty. New York : Doubleday, Page, 1924.
Copyright deposits, Revillon Fraeres, New York,
N.Y., 1922.
Subjects:  Indians of North America -- Qubebec -- Ungava
Peninsula -- 1920-1930,
Eskimos -- Subsistence activities -- 1920-1930.
Eskimos -- Clothing & dress -- 1920-1930.
Cree Indians -- 1920-1930.
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Hunting -- Canada -- 1920-1930. letgm
Phonographs -- 1920-1930. lctgm
Portrait photographs -- 1920-1930. gmgpc
Book illustrations -- 1920-1930. gmgpc
Other authors: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951,
photographer.
Other authors: Revillon Fraeres Trading Company, copyright
claimant.
Control No.: 92506509 /PP

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcflaherty.htm

Name Citations [1 Record]

Heading: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
References: Flaherty, Robert, 1884-1951
Flaherty, Robert J. (Robert Joseph), 1884-1951
Flaherty, Bob, 1884-1951
Notes: His My Eskimo friends, 1924.
Rotha, P. Robert J. Flaherty, a biography, 1983:
CIP t.p. (Robert J. Flaherty) pub. info. with CIP (Bob
Flaherty)
died July 23, 1951
Control No.: n 50003066
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Book Citations [20 Records]

Author: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Title: My Eskimo friends, "Nanook of the north," by
Robert J. Flaherty, F.R.G.S., in collaboration with Frances
Hubbard Flaherty ....
Published:  Garden City, N.Y., Doubleday, Page & co., 1924.
Description: 8 p. L., 170 p. col. front., illus., plates (part
col.) ports. (part col.) fold. map. 26 cm.
LC Call No.: F1060.9 .F57
Dewey No.:  971.4/17 19
Notes: Bibliography: p. 75-76.
Subjects: Hudson Bay.
New Quebec -- Description and travel.
Eskimos.
Other authors: Flaherty, Frances Hubbard, joint author.
Other titles: Nanook of the north.
Control No.: 24023155 //r842

Author: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.

Title: The captain's chair, a story of the North, by
Robert Flaherty.

Published:  New York, C. Scribner's sons, 1938.

Description: 314, [2] p. 21 cm.

LC Call No.: PZ3.F598 Cap2

Notes: Maps on lining-papers.

Control No.: 38029966

Author: Calder-Marshall, Arthur, 1908-
Title: The innocent eye; the life of Robert J. Faherty.
Based on research material by Paul Rotha and Basil Wright.
Edition: [1st American ed.]
Published:  New York, Harcourt, Brace & World [1966, c1963]
Description: 303 p. illus., ports. 22 cm.
LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F47 1966
Dewey No.:  791.430230924 (B)
Notes: Bibliography: p. 291-292,
Subjects:  Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
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Other authors: Rotha, Paul, 1907-
Wright, Basil.
Control No.: 66012357

http://www.ma]a.bc.ca/~MCNElL/cit/citlcﬂaherty.htm

Author: Comock.
Title: The story of Comock the Eskimo, as told to Robert
Flaherty. Edited by Edmund Carpenter.
Published: ~ New York, Simon & Schuster [1968]
Description: 95 p. illus., map. 16 x 23 cm.
LC Call No.: E99.E7 C72
Dewey No.:  970.4/12/6 92 19
Notes: Chronicle of a starving Eskimo family's journey
to and subsequent ten-year stay on an island rich in food
where they are the only human inhabitants. Illustrated by
original Eskimo sketches.
Subjects:  Inuit -- Canada -- Juvenile literature.
Comock.
Inuit -- Canada -- Biography.
Indians of North America -- Canada -- Biography.
Other authors: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Carpenter, Edmund Snow, 1922- ed.
Control No.: 68029757 /AC/r942

Title: Nanook of the North [by] Robert Flaherty. Edited,
from the film, by Robert Kraus.

Published: ~ New York, Windmill Books [1971]

Description:  [32] p. (chiefly illus.) 32 cm.

LC Call No.: E99.E7 N17

Dewey No.:  917.14/17

ISBN: 0878070249

Notes: Pictures and captions taken from a silent film of

the 1920's about an Eskimo and his life in northern Canada.

Subjects:  Inuit -- Quebec (Province) -- Pictorial works.
Inuit -- Canada.

Other authors: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.

Other titles: Nanook of the North (Motion picture)

Control No.: 70148400 /AC/194

Author: Griffith, Richard, 1912-

Title: The world of Robert Flaherty.

Published: ~ New York, Da Capo Press, 1972 [c1953]
Description: xxii, 165 p. illus. 23 cm.

LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F5 1972

Dewey No.:  791.43/023/0924 B
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ISBN: 0306702967
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Control No.: 72166104

Author: Carpenter, Edmund Snow, 1922-
Title: Eskimo. [Text by Edmund Carpenter, sketches and
paintings by Frederick Varley, and sketches and photos. of
Robert Flaherty's collection of Eskimo carvings.
Published:  Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1964]
Description: 1 v. (unpaged) illus. (part col.), maps. 31 cm.
Series: Canadian university paperbooks, 34
LC Call No.: E99.F7 C33 1964
Subjects:  Inuit -- Canada.
Inuit art -- Canada.
Other authors: Varley, Frederick Horsman.
Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Control No.: 72271760 //r942

Author: Frissell, Lewis Varick, 1903-1931.
Title: Papers, 1917-1970 (bulk 1925-1931)
Description: 650 items.
5 containers.
Notes: Explorer and cinematographer.
Correspondence, diary, drafts of writings, film
scripts and other production materials, business papers,
newspaper clippings, scrapbooks, and other papers, chiefly
1925-1931. The papers relate to Frissell's exploration
(1925) of the Unknown and Hamilton (now Churchill) River
areas in Labrador, Newfoundland; his membership in the Royal
Geographical Society and the Explorers Club; and his
production of the films, The Great Arctic Seal Hunt (1928)
and The Viking (1931). Later materials relate to Frissell's
disappearance in a shipwreck while on location for The
Viking, and attempts by members of his family to ascertain
and publicize the facts of his career. Correspondents
include George Allan England, Robert Flaherty, and Sir
Wilfred Grenfell.
Gift, Antoinette Frissell Bacon, 1975.
Finding aid available in the Library.
Subjects:  Arctic regions -- Discovery and exploration.
Churchill River (Nfld.) -- Discovery and
exploration.
Unknown River (Nfld.) -- Discovery and
exploration.
Newfoundland -- Discovery and exploration.
Royal Geographical Society (Great Britain)
Explorers Club.
Motion pictures -- Production and direction.
Motion picture plays.

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcﬂaherty.htm
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Great Arctic Seal Hunt (Motion picture)
The Viking (Motion picture)
Shipwrecks.
Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
England, George Allan, 1877-1936.
Grenfell, Wilfred Thomason, Sir, 1865-1940.
Cinematographers. itoamc
Explorers. itoamc

Location: Library of Congress Manuscript Division

Washington, D.C.
Control No.: mm 77055277

hitp://www.mala.be.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcflaherty. htn:

Author: Flaherty, Frances Hubbard.
Title: The odyssey of a film-maker : Robert Flaherty's
story / by Frances Hubbard Flaherty.
Published:  New York : Arno Press, 1972, c1960.
Description: 45 p., [8] leaves of plates : ill. ; 24 c¢m.
Series: The Arno Press cinema program
The Literature of cinema.
LC Calt No.: PN1998.A3 F48 1972
Dewey No.:  791.43/023/0924 B
ISBN: 0405039182
Notes: Reprint of the ed. published by Beta Phi Mu,
Urbana, IlL., as its Chapbook no. 4.
Includes bibliographical references.
Subjects:  Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Series Entry: Beta Phi Mu Chapbook ; no. 4.
Control No.: 77169343 //r84

Title: Nanook of the North. [Motion picture] / Robert
Flaherty ; made by International Film Seminars.

Published: ~ Wilmette, IlL. : Films Inc., 1977.

Description: 2 reels, 66 min. : sd., b&w : 16 mm.

LC Calt No.: E99.E7

Dewey No.:  971.004

Notes: Reissue of the 1922 silent motion picture of the
same title, restored by David Shepard, with a new musical
score by Stanley Silverman.

Presents a documentary, based on the book

entitled My Eskimo friends, Nanook of the North, by Robert
Flaherty, on the saga of an Eskimo family pitting their
strength against a vast and inhospitable Arctic. Juxtaposes
their struggle for survival against the elements with the
warmth of the little family as they go about their daily
affairs. With captions.

Subjects:  Inuit -- Qubebec (Province)

Other authors: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951. My Eskimo
friends.

Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
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Control No.: 77701529 /F/r93

Author: Murphy, William Thomas, 1942-
Title: Robert Flaherty : a guide to references and

resources / William T. Murphy.
Published:  Boston : G. K. Hall, c1978.
Description: xii, 171 p. ; 25 cm.
Series: A Reference publication in film
LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F552
Dewey No.:  016.791/43/023/0924
ISBN: 0816180229
Notes: Bibliography: p. 113-151.

Includes indexes.

Subjects:  Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Control No.: 78003873

Author: Griffith, Richard, 1912-

Title: The world of Robert Flaherty.

Published: ~ Westport, Conn., Greenwood Press [1970, ¢c1953]
Description:  xxii, 165 p. illus. 23 cm.

LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F5 1970

Dewey No.:  791.43/023/0924

ISBN: 0837134005

Subjects:  Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.

Control No.: 78098224

Author: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Title: Robert Flaherty, photographer/filmmaker ; the
Inuit, 1910-1922 : an exhibition / organized by the Vancouver
Art Gallery.
Published:  [Vancouver, B.C. : The Gallery], c1979.
Description: 96 p. :ill. ; 31 cm.
LC Call No.: TR820.5 .F52 1979
Dewey No.:  779/.997000497 19
Notes: Exhibition held at the Vancouver Art Gallery,
December 1, 1979 to January 13, 1980 and the International
Centre of Photography, New York, April 4 to May 18, 1980.
English and Inuktitut.
Subjects:  Documentary photography -- Exhibitions.
Inuit -- Canada -- Exhibitions.
Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Photographers -- Canada -- Biography.
Cinematographers -- Canada -- Biography.
Other authors: Vancouver Art Gallery.

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcﬂaherty.htm
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Author: Rotha, Paul, 1907-

Title: Robert J. Flaherty, a biography / Paul Rotha ;
edited by Jay Ruby.

Published:  Philadelphia : University of Pennsylvania Press,
1983,

Description:  xiii, 359 p., [30] p. of plates : ill., ports. ;
24 cm.

LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F5535 1983
Dewey No.:  791.43/0233/0924 B 19
ISBN: 0812278879

Notes: "The films of Robert J. Flaherty:" p. 295-299.
Bibliography: p. 347-352.
Includes index.

Subjects:  Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.

Motion picture producers and directors -- United
States -- Biography.
Other authors: Ruby, Jay.
Control No.: 83006986 //r88

LML)

Author: Flaherty, Frances Hubbard.

Title: The odyssey of a film-maker : Robert Flaherty's
story / by Frances Hubbard Flaherty.

Edition: Centennial ed.

Published:  Putney, Vt. : Threshold Books, 1984.

Description: 61 p. :ill. ; 25 cm.

LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F48 1984

Dewey No.:  791.43/023/0924 B 19

ISBN: 0939660156 (tim. ed.)

Notes: Reprint. Originally published: 1960.
"Limited edition of two hundred casebound
copies"--Colophon.
Includes bibliographical references.
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.

Documentary films -- Production and direction.
Control No.: 84050952 //r88

Author: Costa, Josbe Manuel.

Title: Robert Flaherty / organizapcdao e texto de Josbe
Manuel Costa.

Published:  Lishoa : Cinemateca Portuguesa, 1984.

Description: 150 p. : ill., ports. ; 27 cm.

LC Call No.: PN1998.A3 F472 1984

~6 of 10 .
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Dewey No.:  791.43/0233/0924 B 19
Notes: "Filmografia™: p. 145-148.
Includes bibliographical references.
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951.
Motion picture producers and directors -- United
States -- Biography.
Control No.: 86169427 //r88

http://www.mala.bc.ca/~MCNEIL/cit/citlcﬂaherty.htm

Author: Barsam, Richard Meran.
Title: The vision of Robert Flaherty : the artist as
myth and filmmaker / Richard Barsam.
Pubtished:  Bloomington : Indiana University Press, c1988.
Description: xii, 144 p. :ill. ; 25 cm.
LC Call No.: PN1998.3.F59 B37 1988
Dewey No.:  791.43/0233/0924 19
ISBN: 0253320747
0253204607 (pbk.)
Notes: Bibtiography: p. [136]-140.
Includes index.
Subjects: Flaherty, Robert Joseph, 1884-1951 -- Criticism
and interpretation.
Documentary films -- Production and direction.
Control No.: 87045488

Title: Omnibus. V, vol. 18 / TV-Radio Workshop of the
Ford Foundation ; producer, Robert Saudek.
Published:  United States : ABC-TV, 1957-02-03.
Description: 2 videocassettes of 2 (90 min.) : sd., b&w ; 3/4
in. viewing copy.
1 videoreel of 1 (90 min.) : sd., b&w ; 1 in.
master.
LC Call No.: VBE 2413-2414 (viewing copy)
VTA 0349 (master)
Notes: Copyright notice on film: The Ford Foundation ;
1957.

Season number and volume number from production

papers.
Associate producer, Richard Dunlap ; staff

director, Charles S. Dubin ; drama consultant, Walter Kerr ;
feature editors, Mary V. Ahern, William F. Suchmann ; film

supervisor, Boris D. Kaplan.
Host: Alistair Cooke.
Telecast date from production papers.
Present arms / with the Shattuck School Drill

Team and the Royal Household Brigade of Guards (8 min.) --
Boudreaux interview / interviewer, Alistair Cooke ; guest,

Joseph Boudreaux (3 min.) -- Louisiana story / produced and
directed by Robert Flaherty ; photography, Richard Leacock ;

editors, Helen Van Dongen and Ralph Rosenblum ; music, Virgil
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