The Prehistory of Ontario - Archaic Period

10f7

Heritage
Marketplace

http://www.adamsheritage.on.ca/pre/preont3.htm

Prehistory of Ontario - HTML Version

ARCHAIC PERIOD

As the ice retreated north, the climate became more moderate. People spread
out across the land, adapting their lives to the gradually changing
conditions.....

As the glacial ice continued to recede, the climate gradually became milder and
more land became available for exploration and occupation. The Archaic Period
spans the long time between the end of the Palaeo-Indian Period and the beginning
of the use of pottery in Ontario (at about 900 B.C.). During the 6,500 years of the
ARCHAIC PERIOD the exquisite stone tool workmanship of the Palaeo-indian period
was slowly abandoned. Archaic spear-points rarely reach the quality of workmanship
of those of their forebears and are made from a greater variety of rocks. The Archaic
period was one of long and gradual change. The long seasonal migratory
movements of the Palaeo-Indians seem to have been abandoned as Archaic people
focussed more closely on local food resources. They modified the equipment they
made to cope with the transition from an open sub-arctic landscape to a more
temperate, forested one. Archaic people began to make a wide variety axes,
hammers and other tools by pecking and grinding rocks to the desired shape.

Some of these were used for wood working, other were used to process wild plant
foods such as nuts and berries. During the later part of the period, Archaic people
also made a variety of highly polished stone tools. Some of these may have been
simply decorative - others may have been used as counterweights for
spear-throwers. These technological changes show that Archaic people slowly
modified their lives and equipment to help them cope with the changing world within
which they lived.

F:rst Edmon .

EARLY ARCHAIC LANDSCAPE

By about 10,000 years ago, much of southern Ontario was covered by an open
forest of jack pine and red pine. In exposed areas the forest would have been
sparse, in more favourable and sheltered areas, a denser forest cover would have
existed. Over the next thousand years, white pine and such deciduous species as
elm, ash, poplar, birch and oak gradually infiltrated into the region, replacing much
of the coniferous forest. Thus Early Archaic people occupied a region of mixed
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forest.

During the Early Archaic Period {(ca. 10,000 - 8,000 B.P.) levels in the Lake Erie,
Lake Ontario and Lake Huron basins were much lower than today. Archaeologists
assume that many of the campsites which were oriented to the lake shore are now
under water. Until recently few Early Archaic finds had been recognized in Ontario. It
had been assumed that populations were low and that the region was incapable of
supporting even a moderate population. This picture is gradually changing as more
Early Archaic artifacts are being recognized in museum and private collections
throughout southern Ontario. The mixed forests of the Early Archaic period appear
to have supported most of the animal and plant species present in the region at the
time of historic contact (ca. A.D. 1650).

Early Archaic sites and finds of Early Archaic artifacts are uncommon everywhere in
Ontario. They are most numerous near the north shore of Lake Erie, and along the
north shore of Lake Ontario. The frequency of finds drops off rapidly to the north of
these areas. Very few Early Archaic finds have been reported beyond the area
marked on the accompanying map.

Main areas of
Early Archaic
Find=

MIDDLE ARCHAIC LANDSCAPE

By 8,000 years ago, southern Ontario was covered by a mixed deciduous /
coniferous forest. Generally the patitern was similar across southern Ontario,
although in the east, changes tended to occur later than in the west, with conifers
remaining the dominant species.

Hemlock became the dominant conifer over much of the region, while hardwood
species such as oak, elm, maple and ash gradually became more common. Some
researchers have noted that many of these latter species were nut-bearing trees.
This would have been an important food resource for people living in the region.

During much of the Middle Archaic period average temperatures may have been
slightly warmer than today. There would have been few constraints on settlement
and use of the region. The relatively low numbers of known archaeological sites in
the area is probably because Middle Archaic materials have not been recognised,
and that many of the most likely areas for settlement along the lower Great Lakes
shores are now under water.

The Early Middle Archaic is poorly known. Finds of artifacts of this are are restricted
to southwestern and southcentral Ontario. They do not seem to occur far north of
the lower Great Lakes. The later Middle Archaic is better known. Archaeological
sites of the Laurentian Archaic occur at a number of locations in eastern Ontario,
notable on the Ottawa River and in the Rice Lake area. Other Middle Archaic
materials, not directly attributable to the Laurentian Archaic, yet similar in many
ways, have been found throughout southwestern Ontario.

Laurentian
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The distribution of Late Archaic Narrow Points is poorly known. Points of this type
appear to occur throughout the region, although true 'Lamoka’ sites are only known
from the Niagara Peninsula and the Grand River Valley areas.

Late Archaic Broad Points occur throughout the region. They are common in
southwestern and southcentral Ontario, but have also been found in large numbers
in the Rideau Lakes area of eastern Ontario. Some Broad Point types such as
Genesee and Adder Orchard seem to be more common within the Carolinian Forest
Zone, although Genesee Points have been found as far north as Sault Ste. Marie.

The distribution of Late Archaic Small Points is very poorly understood. These rather
non-descript points have been studied most closely in southwestern Ontario where
four distinct types have been recognized. Related types are almost certainly present
over the rest of the region, but have yet to be formally described.

NORTHERN ONTARIO LANDSCAPE

With the gradual melting back of the glaciers (between 10,000 and 8,000 B.P.) a
brief period occurred when tundra vegetation dominated the landscape. This ground
cover of mosses, sedges and other hardy species was soon superceded by spruce
forest. By 7,000 years ago, spruce forest, similar to that which cloaks much of
northern Ontario today, covered much of the region.

Spiuce Forest
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