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GREENSTONE HERITAGE PROJECT: Preamble

The Greenstone Heritage Project has identified our region as a natural and
cultural heritage treasure trove of the first order. The project has represented a
coming into realization of the significance of our directing energies now at
investing in the past and the present to enhance the future. We have only begun
to reveal to ourselves that we have a tremendous area of resources.. facts and

images.. awaiting the opportunity to capture our individual and collective
imaginations.

The cultural and natural heritage tourism content provides us with a ripening crop
awaiting strategic care-guided harvesting. The story of what has occurred in the
Greenstone Region/Lakes of Legends Tourism Area begs to be told. We must
continue to seek, to understand and relay to others the facts as we are coming to

know them so that residents and visitors alike can enjoy the thrill of completing
the interpretative process.

With venues and content beginning to come together in our region, cultural and
natural heritage must be integrated into our community and region plans.

“Given the historical demand for certain types of tourism activity and
demographic projections of the future, planners should view rural tourism
development as a dynamic system of attractions, including the built and natural
environment on which a plethora of recreational activities can be developed, in
addition to what is being provided at present. Given the aging trend, future
demand is likely to be in the areas of culture, aesthetics and passive recreation.
As a result, planners will also need to concern themselves with program
development diversity and infrastructure requirements."”

The work of Greenstone Heritage Projects fits in with the Cultural Heritage
Resources initiative that is part of the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship, Culture and
Recreation’s spearheaded Cultural Tourism Strategy. To quote Jonathan D.
Harris, Client Account Manager - Ottawa - Ministry of Economic Development,
Trade and Tourism. “This Cultural Heritage Resources Initiative will facilitate

tourism product development at a modest cost primarily in the provinces rural
areas.”

" Tourism: Saviour or False Hope for the Rural Economy (Plan Canada May 1995)




The following excerpts from “Cultural Heritage Tourism in Ontario” underscore
the importance of collecting, planning and managing Cultural Heritage
Resources.

“On the eve of the 21% century the development of new experiences
represents one of the main tasks facing Canada’s tourism industry. Until
relatively recently, cultural and heritage experiences were seen primarily
as part of a larger set of products sought by tourists as part of their trips,
not the major travel motivator. But times are changing. Learning
vacations, combining travel and education, enjoyment and appreciation of
nature and history are emerging as one of the fastest-growing components
of the global tourism industry. Culture and heritage tourism constitutes
one key priority area for new product development.?”

...........

“The packaging of cultural places and events with other similar assets,
with other heritage resources or with other types of programs, activities or
services, is an increasingly recognized means of reaching cultural
enthusiasts within different travel markets. It often implies, and indeed
requires, the establishment of partnerships between a range of potentially
very different parties from the public, not-for-profit, and private sectors.>”

The Greenstone Heritage Project has been an initial proving ground for just such
partnerships. The Municipal partner, the Town of Geraldton, and the Federal
partners, Human Resources Development Canada’s Job Creation Partnership
Program along with Greenstone Economic Development Corporation (FedNor)
have been successful in initiating first steps toward fostering the development of

a regional natural and cultural heritage resources “industry” that has long awaited
its due attention.

The Greenstone Heritage Project has taken these first steps. They have involved
discovery or rediscovery, beginning the information gathering and inventorying,
the networking, liaising and interviewing, the facts sifting, selection and
interpretive rendering of the Greenstone Region/Lakes of Legends Tourism
Area’s until now, mostly untapped and greatly overlooked or “set aside”,

information and tangible resources for potentially fascinating local natural and
cultural heritage programming.

This new regional industry that these partners are helping to midwife has promise
of being a strong adjunct to the tradition keeping, story telling, visitor attracting
and annual celebrating of nature, culture and individuals that we already do.

2 Fulfilling the Promise of Cultural and Heritage Tourism in Canada: A Discussion Paper
gCanadian Tourism Commission, September 1997)

Fulfilling the Promise of Cultural and Heritage Tourism in Canada: A Discussion Paper
(Canadian Tourism Commission, September 1997)




At last this region begins to get an opportunity to look at, search and unpack our
trunk of wonders so that we can tell where we've been, see better who we are

and, maybe, allow ourselves to get a little interested and excited about where it is
we're going.
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The Greenstone Heritage Project has begun the process of bringing regionally
significant heritage information together and channeling it where it will do the
most good for local citizens, their economy and Northwest Ontario. Information
and materials important to an understanding and appreciation of the
accomplishments, significance and wealth of the Greenstone Region/Lakes of
Legends Tourism Area have begun to be obtained since the project launched in
mid-November, 1998. Researching the values, the resources from our past and
those that make up the wealth of the present and the prospects for our future has
begun. This process must never be allowed to end because it is the nature of
the past and all that is our legacy thaf“&b"ntinue to bring forth bounty according to
the manner and degree to which it is examined.

In great part, the Greenstone Heritage Project has served as a natural locus for
information retrieval, processing and coordinated action. It has become apparent
that we have first to have access to our own heritage ourselves, to see, hear,
touch and breathe in that which gives us distinction. We, as a region, must be
the first discoverer of ourselves before we can foster any visitorship. It is not until
we have discovered ourselves that we can begin to do justice to the mystery and
accomplishments of the past and the beautiful éspirit-charged values of the
present. All times that make up our past and present seek confluence in hearts
and minds enabled to be open to them. We are the first discoverers. Our
children are our first visitors. It is essential to the development of the whole
person that he or she knows where they come from, and where they have been.
How they attend to and respect where they are reflects and effects who they are
as individuals and citizens. Access, interpretation, understanding and
appreciation - what we would present to others in return for their supportive
spending we must first strive to put before ourselves. This region-focused
endeavour must continue beyond this initial founding period because of all that

our “pays d'en haut” has to offer which is otherwise much at risk of being lost and
forgotten.




CANOE ROUTES

The Greenstone Heritage Project has examined and obtained prototype formats
for canoe routes. A template for what is essential to have on a canoe route via a
database or Website was drafted. A Website format would likely be an effective
means of relaying all of the information that a canoe route should involve. Hot
links, maps, specialty pages and menus would provide user friendliness and
updateability. The additional advantage is the possibility of having a product that
can be put on the Internet or just used internally.

Major and secondary-waterways in our region have been identified as applicable
for canoe-route documentation. Pre-existing documentation has been applied to
the roughing out of a Website database. Downloading from the ‘Internet’ of best
examples has produced a file to guide Website development. Lake Nipigon is
included, of course, as it is especially valued as a sea-kayaker's paradise.

Not only can a Website/database serve as the vehicle for new and developed
canoe and kayak routes/areas within our region but as a source of information
regarding pre-existing and proprietary resources such as Ministry of Natural
Resources Canoe Route material and businesses with canoe and kayaking

products within the Greenstone Region/Lakes of Legends Tourism Area or
adjacent and related to this area.

The Greenstone Heritage Project made possible the purchase of John Art's
G.C.H.S. Outers Canoe Routes Journals. They can be added to the other canoe
route information gathered and applied to the Website/database format during a
forthcoming phase to our endeavour. It is important that our best waterway route
information be publicly available to serve as an attractor to potential visitors.
There are few more powerful draws of interest than an easy-to-use, generous,
information tool loaded with interesting, personable, first-person journal text, river
guide milestones, highlights, warnings and suggestions. The option exists to
develop our own Website/database or to augment the Greenstone Region/Lakes

of Legends Tourism Area input into a pre-existing Canoe Route and/or Kayaking
Association Website.

The importance of fresh, up-to-date and thoroughly documented waterway travel
information needs to be underscored. Priority tourism-valuable routes require

information that can only be obtained from someone who has documented a
recent trip on the route.




The Greenstone Heritage Project has, with Human Resources Development
Canada’s (H. R. D. C.) assistance, purchased state-of-the-art software that will
make the addition of special maps to waterway route information possible. Other

regional tourism map applications for this software promise to make it a legacy
tool.

The Greenstone Heritage Project again with H. R. D. C. support, has purchased
a Hewlett-Packard Printer that will give hard-copy capacity to a Greenstone
Economic Development Corporation computer accessible for ongoing Regional

Initiatives  Committee endeavors, including Prehistoric, Historic and Natural
Heritage interpretation undertakings.

Related to both Canoe Routes and Heritage Waterway interests of the
Greenstone Heritage Project, has been the inventorying of lakes according to
their Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources Base Maps for most of the East
Shore drainage basin of Lake Nipigon. This information serves as an inventory
of Base Maps in storage at the Greenstone Economic Development Corporation
(GEDC) Office as a quick service for lakes location and as an efficient tool for
plotting several potential canoe routes and kayaking areas. It is recommended
that this process be continued over base map areas beyond those currently in
storage at the GEDC. This will involve arrangements with Ontario Ministry of

Natural Resources (OMNR) and area forest companies to access a wider array
of maps of a generous scale.

Respective Heritage Waterways have been identified from reference to them in
historic documents and other literature. Historic canoe routes have been plotted
according to recorded portages on old maps. In this way the historically
significant trade routes north of Lake Nipigon were identified. Highlighting the
height-of-land has made it possible to know flow direction and to determine what
part of the area was within and what part was outside of the various governments
and domains that relied upon the northern continental divide as a boundary line.
It wets the appetite of the imagination to learn that the Beardmore area was in
New France while the area where Geraldton and Longlac are now was in

Hudson’s Bay Co. territory in dispute during the late 1600's and 1% half of the 18"
Century.




Heritage Waterway work has included the assemblage of waterway draft plans
with one plan (the Current River) forthcoming.

Missinaibi

Nipigon River

Long Lake/Aguasabon

Current River

A letter was written within the Lands for Life process to OMNR Minister John
Snobelen requesting Heritage and Stewardship designations for rivers in our
area that the Round Tables seemed not to have considered, including the
Kenogami. At the time the letter was written it was not apparent that the whole
Ogoki River was being considered a conservation area. A case was put forward
for conserved horizontal and vertical wilderness corridors to allow wildlife

movement across the broader landscape on both axis (i.e. East-West and North-
South)..

Some elements of what was sought were later to be found in the Living Legacy
phase of the Lands for Life process. A second letter requesting local

representation at resource-based tourism and heritage waterway forums was
sent before the deadline.

Forestry historic sites are few. Preliminary information on the Lahti sawmill on
Kenogamisis Lake has generated more leads to information but late in the
project. The list of potential informants for this information is integrated with the
oral history, narrative, and life history list of informants.

The Kimberly-Clark Nursery information obtained from Ken Lennon and
preliminary Greta Road Reference Area Project information obtained from Fred
Haavisto constitute the extent of Forestry Archeological site information.

Edgar Lavoie has provided information regarding the whereabouts of a repository
of early forestry information in MacDiarmid, which is recommended as a resource
for further investigation. There is a pressing need to archive early forestry
material for our area while the information is still available. Longlac Historical

Society member Paul Mengelberg is making a model of a local lumber camp that
will aid greatly in filling an information void.




The project is grateful to Paul Brugger who relayed information regarding a log-
boom winch at a river mouth, which is recorded in notes from our meeting with
him. It is important to note that this project has only scratched the surface in
learning what information and resources are available to allow “Greenstonites”,
the residents within the region, to better know its broader and deeper values. If

we fascinate ourselves we can better capture the imaginations of the travelling
public.

PHOTO FILE

In the course of researching early geological reports at the Ontario Ministry of
Northern Development and Mines a wealth of non-mineral related prints of early
photos of historic value to the Greenstone Region/Lakes of Legends Tourism
Area were discovered and photocopied. The best of these copies have been
collected into an historic images file for further use. One of these photos is from
1917 and shows the ‘Post of the Hudson’s Bay Company, Long Lake’. Below
this is a 1917 photo of “Indians at Longuelac station” (sic). A number of
potentially reproducible images have been collected. The project has brought to
our attention the wealth of photos that are available from private and public
services that have not been solicited for digital storage, inventoried or indexed.
Some of these photos are magnificent “coffee-table book” classics and it would
be a shame to lose them from our area when people pass on or move away.

TRADING POST

A condensing of the facts as we know them regarding the very early importance
of French Regime fur trade activity in the Nipigon Lake to Albany River area, with

its resonances and reflections relating to the bigger picture of British and French
relations, was drafted.

Elements of the story of the French Regime and early fur trade obtained from
Styles’ published collection have been grouped and presented in such a way as
to impart a sense of the cultural context that the early voyageurs worked within.
This approach was taken to highlight the fact that the Greenstone Region/Lakes
of Legends Tourism Area was, in part, New France and, in part, territory in
dispute during the early fur trade period. The height-of-land, for instance, was
much more of a geo-political boundary throughout our past than is realized or
appreciated today. Graphic information regarding the changing designation of
the territory above and below it over time has been obtained and it is
recommended that on a Greenstone Region map generated by Abobe lllustrator,

these differences, over time, can be plotted out for stronger impact and better
realization/appreciation.
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renewed perspective on events in time. Once this concept is very simply
imparted, the future awaits as a whole new frontier for projective discovery.

Greenstone Heritage Project archeological sites research included review of both
volumes of the West Patricia Archeological Survey reports edited by Dr. William

Ross and Dr. (Paddy) Reid as well as the requisition of a copy of the report on
the excavation of Long Lake House.

Archeological sites research has involved focus on traditional waterways and
waterbody habitation sites, the spectrum of fur trade post types/locales and pre-
historic sites. Every effort has been made to remove site-sensitive information
from material that can be used publicly. Maps are important to affirm the best

official knowledge of a people and a period. A small set of historic maps has
been copied for further study and reference purposes.

A field trip to Thunder Bay in March allowed for one day's document and
literature research at the library of Old Fort William, where material/information
important to expansion of our understanding of the role and significance of Fort
Albany was obtained, including an 1817 Cree/English phrase/vocabulary that fits
perfectly as potential text to the story of the two Henley House Massacres.
Primary source material relevant to our better understanding and appreciation on

our area’s past importance was located, rapidly perused and copies were made
of whatever held promise for deeper study.

One particularly promising outcome of this process was our learning the names
of many small, short-term, trading post and potential source information very
useful to a more comprehensive understanding of the nature and patterns of

activity during early, middle and late historic periods in the Greenstone
Region/Lakes of Legends Tourism Area.



















