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142/ANCHORING OF EMPIRE
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to his principals in London, Knight complained that York’s facil
were “nothing but a confused heap of old rotten houses without fo
or strength very not sufficient to secure your goods from the weathe
not fit for men to live in without being exposed to the frigid winter. M
own place I have to live in this winter is not half so good as o
cowhouse was in the Bottom of the Bay, and I have never been able
see my hand in it since I have been there without a candle. It is so black
and dark, cold and wet withal, nothing to make it better but heapingu

earth about it to make it warm.” ' ' .

Except for the very occasional foray, the Company’s dispositio
was to sit quietly on the periphery of the bay, routinely manning
trading posts.

The dynamics of the fur trade had grown static, if not altogether:
comatose. Hardly anything interrupted its monotonous rhythm
unless it was some outrage of the interlopers from Montreal or a
diplomatic spat in Leipzig. The financial reporting and managemer
methods put in place by Sir Bibye Lake functioned as if the perpetual;
Governor had perfected a perpetual money machine. As long as the]
Company’s profits were reflected in respectable dividends and the!
Indians continued to fetch the furs, there was Jjudged to be no particular,
need to expand the Company’s activities, no purpose in initiating;
grand new policies on a search for the North West Passage, inland
exploration or very much else. :

HUDSON BAY IS AN INLAND SEA nearly as large as the Mediterranean; its:
shoreline meanders for 7,600 miles, a distance only 300 miles shorte
than the earth’s diameter at the equator, but during the eighteen
century, the HBC governors dispatched no more than two hundred me
at a time to exploit their immense holdings. John Oldmixon, in his}
1708 study The British Empire in America, admitted that he should have}
led off his book with a description of the Hudson’s Bay Company’sf
territories, but explained, “There being no Towns nor Plantations

this Country, but two or three poor Forts to defend the Factories, w
thought we were at Liberty to place it where we pleas’d, and were loath
to let our History open with the Description of so miserable a Wilde
ness.” Except for Albany Fort and the recaptured York Factory (1714)

occupation of Hudson Bay by the Company for more than fifty yearsj
was limited to trading-depots at Moose Factory, Rupert House an
Churchill (Prince of Wales’s Fort), with outstations at Eastmain an (,
later, Henley House and Severn.
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It was by a quirk of geography and navigational limitations that

s initial British occupation of Canada came through its north-central
ck door, a territory that nearly three centuries later would still be
¥rugeling unsuccessfully for economic viability. “The search for the
North West Passage,” noted University of Winnipeg geographer Dr
iim Ball, “coupled with the practice of Jatitude sailing and efforts to
£ id the North Atlantic Drift, resulted in early explorers to Canada
riving via the Davis and Hudson straits into Hudson Bay, so that the
riest trading-posts were established on its shores.”
~ Except for its relative proximity to Britain and the fact that the
Rstuaries of several large river systems emptied into it, inviting the
ovement of goods to and from the continent’s interior, Hudson Bay
fwas hardly a comfortable choice.
The November 1754 issue of The Gentleman’s Magazine carried the
tensible suggestion that “the countries bordering on Hudson Bay
Rmight serve as an English Siberia, where we might hold our convicts,
¥ stead of hanging them by thousands at home, or transporting them to
corrupt the natives of our colonies.” Then it righteously added: “Con-
fvicts should always be sent to a country barren, and in a manner
‘uninhabited, because there they cannot corrupt by their bad example;
e secure from their former temptations; and must be industrious -
and consequently have the best chance of reforming, and growing
ioood.” The Public Records office of Northern Ireland in Belfast con-
tains docurnents that outline a similar proposal, suggesting that the
‘Irish government take over Hudson Bay and turn it into a huge penal
ettlemnent, administered by one simple rule-of-thumb: the worse the
 criminal, the farther north he should be sent “with the most enor-
mous and confirmed offenders handed over to the Eskimos as slaves.”
The HBC posts were not prisons. They were more reminiscent of
lunar colonies. During their tours of duty (three, or more usually five
years), the Bay men had to be utterly self-reliant. Except for the brief
dannual visit of a solitary Company supply ship (weather, ice and
French raiders permitting), the tiny posts were on their own. Pride in
“being thrust into such self-reliance seemed to have its therapeutic
aspects because many loyal Company men signed up for term upon
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>‘le a W'i_lder- -term. One servant named John Paterson stayed at Churchill for seven-
,.togy (1714), teen years without requesting a visit home ~ a measure of his family life
in fAfty vears in Britain, perhaps, or of the defiant euphoria of sheer survival.
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The daily and seasonal cycle of events at the HBC’s outposts was
: meticulously recorded by the resident Factor in each post’s journal,
g laboriously Jettered with goose-quill pen and thawed ink, either in his




352/APPENDIX SIX

1686
The main struggle for possession of the
tiny forts on Hudson Bay begins with
the expedition of Chevalier de Troyes
from Montreal.
1687
Marlborough petitions James II to
argue that the HBC had spent £200,000
on forts and factories destroyed by the
French and should be compensated.
1690
Henry Kelsey begins a series of explor-
ations for the company to the prairie
lands, penetrating the interior to south-
eastern Saskatchewan; HBC stock tre-
bles in value (a 200 percent stock
bonus) to reflect the value of fortifi-
cations and establishments; the “Great
Dividend” of 74 percent (actually a 25
percent dividend based on increased
stock of £31,500) is declared and paid;
HBC is called the only flourishing
company in the kingdom, but no divi-
dends are paid out again until 1718;
with little opposition Parliament passes
a private bill confirming the HBC’s
monopoly for another seven years.
1692 ,
The goldsmith-banker Sir Stephen
Evans replaces Marlborough as HBC
Governor.
1694
Governor Sir Stephen Evans is ejected
from the Customs Board for poor
attendance; Radisson sues the HBC
for back pay by filing a suit in Chan-
cery Court.
1696
The English, with four ships, recover
all the James Bay forts, and the men of
the captured garrisons are taken pris-
oner to England.
1697
On September 5, the French fleet of
four warships under d’Iberville on the
Pélican, off the mouth of the Nelson
River, inflicts defeat on the HBC ships

Hudson’s Bay, Hampshire and Dering; =4
Fort Nelson is burned; the Treaty o
Ryswick, signed in September, leayes
the French in possession of all the {8}
settlements along the bay (except Foiy
Albany) for seventeen years; Thom
Lake buys his first HBC stock on Ma:
13 during a drop in the market and
becomes a dominant shareholder,
1700 _
Sir William Trumbull retires as Gove
nor of the HBC after four years and
Sir Stephen Evans takes the post for
the second time; Radisson’s application
for the job of warehouse-keeper is not
accepted by the company.
1710
Radisson dies in England; his widow
Elizabeth (his third wife) is given £6
the Company for his funeral expense:
1712
Sir Bibye Lake is appointed HBC
Governor.
1713 &
By the signing of the Treaty of Utrecht,
France relinquishes all claims to Hud-
son Bay, which again becomes a Brit- -
ish possession.
1714 )
James Knight reclaims York Factory;
William Stuart explores north of York
Factory this summer and next.
1730
HBC critic Arthur Dobbs beginsa
twenty-year attack on the HBC, accus
ing the company of failing to explore
its granted territories and of reaping
great profits.
1734 -
Construction on new Prince of Wales’s
Fort begins at mouth of the Churchill
River.
1743 T
Benjamin Pitt is appointed HBC Gov-
ernor; Joseph Isbister opens Henley
House at the junction of the Albany
and Kenogami rivers.

- 1745

The Jacobite rising is led by the tw
five-year-

1749

British House of Commons Comi
ed to consider the trad |

i oint
lts;xz'lr}:i)t%ry of the HBC; report ,favow
HBC and disallows Dobbs’s pe
1750 . _

Sir Atwell Lake is appointed HI
Governor.

1752

sal by James Isham, Fai
:;'g:l(:??o mozé] inland frgrp the '
counter French competiion.
;Zr?ttony Henday, starting fror
Factory, traces the Saskatchewa
for the Company.
1755

Woudbee and his sons Snuff-
Blanket and Sheanapp are har- :
the HBC after Henley House :

1756

The Seven Years’ War begin

'¥:; HBC dispatches.Captam
Christopher to examine Ches
Inlet; New York fur traders ¢
to move into New France.
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Bibye Lake is appointed HB
Governor; the Stamp Act, p
effect March 22, aggravates
nomic depression in the Am

colonies; the HBC starts 2 wi |

old Bonnie Prince Char :

iti 1 ffers a rev
he British Parlx?.ment o :
tofe£20,000 for discovery of a Nor
West Passage, and adds an aware |
£5,000 for reaching the North I

The HBC London Committee a

On February 10, the Treaty ¢ |
ends the Seven Years’ War, r !
in the withdrawal of French (
ment from Quebec; Henley © |
opened for trade for the thi ;




