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Exhibit Specimen 6
(SIL-184, sherds M21,22,28,98,133,138)

This is a miniature version of a ceramic container used by the Kame Hills Complex. It is
virtually identical to larger specimens, one of which is found elsewhere in this exhibit

» (Exhibit Specimen 8). This small pot or cup was found in 1974 at site HfLp-11 on
Southern Indian Lake in Northern Manitoba by a Churchill Diversion Archaeological
Project crew lead by Michael Kelly. Its distinctive features include an encircling ring of exterior punctates
which raise interior bosses, located just below an everted lip. The body of the pot is textured with cord or
textile impressions. The Kame Hills Complex is an archaeological culture dated to between 250 and 1100
years ago and believed to be ancestral to the Cree people who inhabit the region today.

This artifact was kindly made available for this exhibit by the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Further Reading

See references for Exhibit Specimen 5.
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CMCC - Gather Around This Pot - Big Sandy Lake, Northern Minnesota http://www.civilization.ca/membrs/archaeo/ceramiqg/pot8e.html

Exhibit Specimen 8
(Sandy Lake, Minnesota)

This thin-walled vessel is from Big Sandy Lake in Northern Minnesota. Its characteristics
include a thin, globular body and a short, vertical neck decorated with vertical cord
impressions and notching along the lip. This pottery style, known as "Sandy Lake Ware"
occurs over a wide areca immediately west of Lake Superior, which includes parts of
northwestern Ontario, southeastern Manitoba, northwestern Wisconsin, northern
Minnesota and northeastern North Dakota. The oldest dates for this ceramic style are on the order of
A.D. 1000 and it appears to have lasted until just prior to contact.

It has been proposed that Sandy Lake pottery was produced by Siouan speaking peoples. In particular, it
is thought that the makers of this distinctive pottery type were ancestral to the Assiniboine.

This artifact was kindly made available for this exhibit by the Manitoba Museum of Man and Nature,
Winnipeg, Manitoba.

Further Reading

Lake Superior Basin Workshop 1988

1988 Desperately Seeking Siouans: The Distribution of Sandy Lake Ware. Minnesota Archaeologist,
47(1):43-48.
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"~ Exhibit Specimen 9
(EIKn-2)
This is a large ceramic container of the Selkirk culture. In general shape, style and method

. of manufacture, this pottery type is closely related to Clearwater Lake Phase ceramics (see s
M. Exhibit Specimen 8). 3.‘

The exterior is roughened with coarse fabric or basket impressions. The vessel lip is plain.
An encircling ring of deep. oval punctates is present at the base of the short, vertical neck which
produced prominent interior bosses. The body is globular with a marked change in angle at the shoulder.

Selkirk ceramics have been found over an area just slightly smaller than Laurel pottery, from central
Ontario across the top of Lake Superior and into the boreal forest of Manitoba and Saskatchewan. The
Selkirk culture is a Late Woodland archaeological culture which began on the order of 1000 years ago
and continued until contact with Euro-Canadians. The makers of Selkirk ceramics are believed to be the
ancestors of various Cree groups.

This artifact was kindly made available for this exhibit by the Kenora Office of the Ontario Ministry of
Culture, Citizenship and Recreation.

Further Reading

Lenius, B.J. and D.M.Olinyk

1990 The Rainy River Composite: Revisions to Late Woodland Taxonomy. /n The Woodland
Tradition in the Western Great Lakes: Papers Presented to Elden Johnson, edited by G.E. Gibbon.
University of Minnesota, Publications in Anthropology No.4:77-112.

MacNeish, R.S.
1958 An Introduction to the Archaeology of Southeast Manitoba. National Museum of Canada,
Bulletin 157, Ottawa.

Meyer, D. and D.Russell
1987 The Selkirk Composite of Central Canada: a Reconstruction. Arctic Anthropology 24(2):1-31.
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Exhibit Specimen 10
(EdKh-1)

This is a classic Laurel culture ceramic container from the Wenesaga Rapids site (EdKh-1)
. northeast of Kenora, Ontario on Lac Seul. It was recovered in 1980 by Scott Hamilton,

M then of the West Patricia Land Use Plan. Its distinctive conoidal or pointed base is the
result of the use of the coiling technique in building up the walls of the vessel. The exterior
surface is decorated with dentate or toothed-object impressions which form horizontal
bands covering most of the pot. These begin under an encircling row of punctates (which did not produce
interior bosses), themselves located below a band of oblique dentate impressions.

The Middle Woodland period Laurel culture was quite widespread and similar ceramics have been found
as far east as the Ontario/Québec border in the Temiskaming region, throughout much of Northern
Ontario, northernmost Wisconsin and Minnesota, into Manitoba and northern Saskatchewan. Its earliest
dates are on the order of 200 B.C. while its most recent radiocarbon dates indicates this ceramic type was
still manufactured during the 13th century A.D. Laurel ceramics appear to have given rise to a variety of
Late Woodland ceramic types in the Upper Great Lakes-Boreal Forest Zone.

This specimen was kindly loaned for this exhibit by the Kenora Office of the Ontario Ministry of
Culture, Citizenship and Recreation.

Further Readings

Hamilton, Scott

1981 The Archaeology of the Wenasaga Rapids. Archaeology Research Report 17. Ministry of

Culture and Recreation, Toronto.

Reid, C.S. "Paddy" and Grace Rajnovich
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1991 Laurel: a re-evaluation of the spatial, social and temporal paradigms. Canadian Journal of
Archacology 15:193-234.
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Further Reading

Dawson, K.C.A.

1974 The McCluskey Site. National Museum of Man, Archaeological Survey of Canada, Mercuries
Series Paper No.25. Ottawa.

Wilford, L.A.

1941 A Tentative Classification of the Prehistoric Cultures of Minnesota. American Antiquity,
6(3):231-249.

1955 A Revised Classtification of the Prehistoric Cultures of Minnesota. American Antiquity,
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