weapon, “we had such confidence in him.” His

;enter-
A feast brother set off for the Etchemins, with a French-
Hébert, man who lived near that country, in search of
Is, and powder. Low waters, however, forced their return,
JAost of Chomina and his brother were the only natives
:ssieurs who offered to take up arms with the French
or 20 against the English. According to Le Clerca,
:s,and J Chomina urged that two or three missionaries
ddron. J should retire to the woods and thence make their
Chris- 3 way to the Tadoussac region rather than abandon
B the country altogether. Father Le Caron con-
1€ sus- | curred in the plan but it was forbidden by those in
nother authority during the capitulation of Quebec.
tle Cald’ 3 EvsiE McLEoD JURY
’asa i‘?)r Champlain, Works (Biggar), passim. Le Clercq, First
f the ‘; . establishmeyt qf the faith (Shea), 1, 30-33, 132-33.
cause E Sagard, Histoire du Canada (Tross), I, 63-64, II,
g this B 284-85, 307, 498-517; 1V, 884-85, 888, 892.
New CHOMONOT, PIERRE-JOSEPH-MARIE., See
na in @ CuAUMONOT
rn ;
f ﬂtlg ‘M CHOUART DES GROSEILLIERS, MEDARD,
d by 3B explorer and one of the originators of the HBC;
s. Its baptized 31 July 1618, in the parish church at
\tters Charly-sur-Marne in the old French province of
| the Brie, not far from Chatean-Thierry; d. 1696?
were He was the son of Médard Chouart and Marie
and Poirier, whose farm, Les Groseilliers (the Goose-
ians berry Bushes), may still be visited across the
their Marne from Charly. Little is known of Chouart’s
h the family or early life, except that in 1647 his parents
inly .‘ were living at Saint-Cyr and that he reached
ebec 3 Canada at a youthful age, perhaps in 1641, having
ion. Tived at some earlier time in the home of “one of
>usy ] our mothers of Tours,” according to Marie de
tical ] I'Incarnation [see GUYART], the first mother
the 3 superior of the Ursuline nuns in Quebec.
ced. 3 By 1646 the young man had become a part of
ther 3 the Jesuit mission of Huronia in modern Simcoe
E County, Ontario, perhaps as a donné, or lay
ina A helper, or, more likely, as a soldier. The Jesuit
lian 3 Relation of 1646 lists Des Groseilliers among the
bec 3 men “who returned this year from the Hurons.”
the A He may well have been Mother Marie’s informant
- of 3 about recent geographical discoveries beyond the
nat Hurons, which she recounts in a letter to her son,
ok ; 10 Sept. 1646, mentioning “a great sea that is
1 beyond that of the Hurons,” obviously a reference
WO 4 to either Lake Michigan or Lake Superior.
ac Shortly after his return, Des Groseilliers (he is
he usually so mentioned in contemporary accounts)
sly 3 married a young widow. The parish records of
es Notre-Dame de Québec state, under date of 3
en . Sept. 1647, that he married Héléne, daughter of
a : ABraHAM MARTIN (for whom the Plains of

Abraham appear to have been named), and widow
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of Claude Etienne. Etienne was probably con-
nected in some way with CHARLES DE SAINT-
ETENNE de La Tour, who is known to have made
plans at one time to explore Hudson Bay with the
financial aid of Major-General Edward Gibbons
of Boston. In 1653 Des Groseilliers. visited La
Tour in Acadia and later sought financial aid in
Boston for a projected trip to Hudson Bay. It is
conjectured, therefore, that La Tour may have
been the source of Des Groseilliers’ interest in and
knowledge of Hudson Bay, which resulted in his
trips to that region and the formation of the
Hudson’s Bay Company.

A son, Médard, was born in 1651(?) and lived
to maturity. Another child had died in 1648.
Sometime in the early 1650’s Héleéne also died.
His second wife was also a widow, Marguerite
Hayet, former wife of Jean Véron de Grand-
mesnil, and mother of two sons, Guillaume and
Etienne, and possibly of a daughter. She was the
daughter of Sebastien Hayet and Madeleine
Hénaut and came from the parish of Saint-Paul
in Paris. At the time of the wedding she was living
in Trois-Riviéres in the home of JEAN GODEFROY
de Lintot, an interpreter famous in the annals
of American exploration. Her half-brother was
Pierre-Esprit Radisson*, the explorer and first
known author of a descriptive account of the
upper Great Lakes region, as well as Des Groseil-
liers’ companion on many exploratory expeditions.

To Médard and Marguerite were born: Jean-
Baptiste (bap. 5 July 1654), Marie-Anne (bap.
7 Aug. 1657), Marguerite (bap. 15 April 1659),
and Marie-Antoinette (bap. 8 June 1661).

These and the several preceding years were

a harrowing period in New France. Iroquois
incursions destroyed Huronia. Many French
residents of hamlets along the St. Lawrence—in-
cluding Jean Véron—were massacred, others were
captured and often tortured to death, The result
of these raids was the almost complete cessation
of the traffic in furs, heretofore brought annually
from the region between the Hurons and the far
western tribes, who now were also driven from
their homes in what the habitants of New France
called the “pays d’en haut,” or the “country of the
Ottawa Indians.” Since New France’s only export
of consequence was furs, it looked for a time as
though the country must be abandoned. At this
juncture Des Groseilliers and an unknown com-
panion came to the rescue.

Huron and Ottawa Indians reached Trois-
Riviéres in a roundabout way in the spring of
1653 and explained their predicament. They said
that they were now hiding from the Iroquois in a
region beyond Huronia and had a big accumula-
tion of furs and that they hoped to come down the
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following year in sufficient numbers to defy the
Iroquois.

In 1654 a peace was arranged between the
French and the Iroquois and the western Indians
did arrive late in the summer, bringing furs and
news of “a great river” above their country
“which empties into a great sea.” This was
enticement enough for Des Groseilliers. When
the tribesmen returned to their homes, he and
another man were with them to ferret out the
hiding-places of the displaced natives, formerly
the mainstay of New France’s commerce.

It has been assumed by most historians that
Radisson was Des Groseilliers’ companion, but
the facts disprove this assumption. Though the
young brother-in-law claimed in his narrative of
1669—which is our only available source of
detailed information—that he accompanied Des
Groseilliers, he was both too young to go on such
an expedition and, in addition, is known to have
been in Quebec during the period of the trip, for
on 7 Nov. 1655 he signed a deed of sale in that
city (Greffe d’Audouart).

Just where Des Groseilliers and his companion
journeyed cannot be stated in detail, for the
Radisson narrative in the French language has
been lost and only a contemporary translation has
survived—a translation by an unknown person
who was unacquainted with conditions among
the natives of North America and who surely did
not improve an already confused and difficult
manuscript. However, it is possible to follow the
explorers along the route that soon became the
usual one for fur-traders, for Radisson’s des-
criptions of numerous places enable us to follow
him up the Ottawa River to Lake Nipissing, down
the French River to Georgian Bay and into Lake
Huron, even though there were as yet almost no
geographic names in the whole western country.
We can also follow them south of the traders’
route in Lake Huron, past deserted Huronia, and
probably through Lake St. Clair to the site of
Detroit. After the “detroit” between Lake Huron
and Lake Erie it is more difficult to find their track.
Seemingly they crossed over the lower Michigan
peninsula into Lake Michigan and followed its
west shore up to the Straits of Michilimackinac.
The return trip to Quebec again is plain, for
Radisson could always describe clearly any region
with which he was well acquanted.

For Des Groseilliers the trip’s significance lay
in the fact that he learned about the region west
and south of Hudson Bay. Radisson writes: “We
had not a full and whole discovery, wet was that
we have not ben in the bay of the north, not know-
ing anything but by report of ye wild Christinos
[Crees].”” The Jesuits in New France were much
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impressed by the new geographical facts affords
by the report of the two men upon their ret
and they devote considerable space to it in the
Relation of 1655-56. An outstanding merchant
New France, Charles Aubert* de La Chesnay
also recalled many years later ““the two individ
who returned in 1656, each one with from 14
15 thousand livres, and brought with them
flotilla of Indians with 100,000 écus worth
treasures.”

The years from 1656 to 1659 are well docu
mented for Des Groseilliers’ career. We kno
when his children were born and by whom they
were baptized, that his home was in Trois- R1v1eras 3
and that he and his wife were becoming well-to-d
The village records have been preserved and co
tain many documents relating to Des Groseillie;
and his wife. They were a litigious pair and werg
often in court—to the satisfaction of historian and
biographer, if not to neighbours of this typica
frontier family.

Court records cease abruptly for Des Grose
liers, however, in the summer of 1659. The reaso,
of course, was that he had gone once more intq}
the Upper Country. Radisson by this time was}
back from two sojourns in the Iroquois country:
one while a captive and the other as a member o
Jesuit missionary venture at Onondaga—and
was now old enough to accompany his brother-i
law. The two men set out in August 1659 an
returned the following summer.

Again we must rely principally upon Radisson’
narrative of 1669 for details, but this time it
clear and consecutive. The governor, Pierre
Voyer* d’Argenson, was opposed to the expe
tion unless one of his men accompanied the ¢
plorers. Des Groseilliers in his blunt fashi
announced that it was a case of “discovere;
before governors® and slipped away undetecte
largely because he was captian of the borough of
Trois-Riviéres and had “the keys of the Brough
according to Radisson.

They met returning tribesmen farther up t
St. Lawrence, who helped repel an Iroqu
attack on the Ottawa River; followed the trade
route to Lake Huron; passed along its northe
coast to Sault Ste. Marie; portaged around t
falls there; idled along the picturesque south sho
of Lake Superior, whose sand dunes and po;
talled cliffs delighted the young Radisson; a
came to the large inlet known today as Cheq
megon Bay but given no name by Radisson in hig}
account. Here, beyond the sand spit (La Pointe):
guarding the bay from northeasters and close
the Apostle Islands, the displaced Ottawas]
Hurons, and Chippewas turned inland to thej
temporary homes, probably on Lac Cou




Oreille, or Ottawa Lake. After caching their
i trade goods and building a rude shelter, the
Frenchmen also went on to that lake.

~ The following winter was a severe one. Heavy
snow-falls made it impossible to kill game for food
and starvation faced even the white guests more
than once. Toward spring the Sioux, the per-
manent residents of much of the region south and
west of Lake Superior, sent representatives and
gifts, inviting the strangers to visit them. Before
doing so the Frenchmen witnessed a great Feast
of the Dead, faithfully described in Radisson’s
narrative, our earliest account of the culture of the
“eighten severall nations™ that he says partici-
pated in the festivities.

Six weeks, according to Radisson, were then
spent among the Sioux, who were practically un-
known to white men before this time. Spring
having now begun, the two white men returned
with some Chippewas to their cache near La
Pointe, and then crossed Lake Superior to its
north shore. :

Here today is a Gooseberry River, which began
to appear on French maps soon after Des Groseil-
liers’ visit as Riviére des Groseilliers and may well
have been named for him, although it was moved
up and down that shore at the whim of the
cartographer. As late as 1775 the Pigeon River,
now the boundary line between Canada and the
United States just west of Lake Superior, was
called the River “des Groseilliers” by Alexander
Henry* in the entries for 8 and 9 July in his
Travels & adventures in Canada . . . between the
years 1760 and 1776, ed. James Bain (Toronto,
1901), 236, 237.

Though Radisson injects at this point in his
narrative a very brief account of a trip from Lake
Superior to Hudson Bay, it is certain that this was
wholly imaginary and only inserted in 1669 to
further his plans of the moment, namely, a trip
to Hudson Bay financed by Londoners. Such a
journey could not have been made in the remain-
ing time in 1660 before the return trip to Quebec.
While on the north shore the explorers visited the
Cree Indians and probably learned of the Grand-
Portage—an important spot in North American
history as the subject of international dispute over
ownership (1783-1842) and because it was the
beginning of practically the only good canoe route
to the far west (via Pigeon River and the lakes
and rivers of the present international boundary
line).

The summer months of 1660 were spent in
returning to the lower St. Lawrence. Accompany-
ing the two Frenchmen were many Indians and a
rich harvest of furs, At the Long Sault on the
Ottawa River Radisson describes the remains of
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the DoLLARD massacre, which had occurred a
few weeks earlier, and mentions that it was here
on an earlier trip that Des Groseilliers was ship-
wrecked and lost his diaries. A document of
22 Aug. 1660 (Greffe de Bénigne Basset) shows
that the brothers-in-law stopped briefly in Mont-
real to make a business agreement with one of the
hamlet’s outstanding merchants, CHARLES LE
Movne de Longueuil (quoted in BRH, XX (1914),
188, but wrongly dated).

The Jesuits were eager for news of the countries
to the west and duly reported in the year’s
Relation their interviews with Des Groseilliers
upon his return. Three of their company, in-
cluding the first missionary to Lake Superior
Indians, Father René MENARD, and six other
Frenchmen, five of them traders, immediately
started back with the returning tribesmen, and
from that moment there was never a time when
French fur-traders were absent from the pays d’en
haut as long as it was claimed as a part of the
French empire. Those who went into the Ottawa
country in 1660 to trade have been identified by
Louise Phelps Kellogg as: Jean-Frangois Pouteret
de Bellecourt dit Colombier, Adrien Jolliet (elder
brother of Louis JoLLieT), Claude DaviD, the
Quebec mechanic from Paris, Pierre-Noél Levas-
seur* dit L’Espérance, and 2 man named Lafléche,
probably related to the Nipissing interpreter Jean
Richer.

There is good evidence that the western trip of
the two brothers-in-law saved the colony from
economic ruin—probably preserved its very
existence—but Governor d’Argenson seized the
explorers’ furs, fined them, and, according to
Radisson, threw Des Groseilliers into jail, pre-
sumably for departing without his sanction. This
treatment infuriated both men and they resolved
to seek assistance for their trading and exploration
plans from New France’s enemies and rivals, the
English in New England or the Dutch in New
Holland.

It was a crucial moment. A decision in owner-
ship of much of the continent and possession of
the lucrative beaver trade was in the making.
Some persons at the time believed that the defec-
tion of these two men decided the issue. Two
perspicacious individuals, Marie de I'Incarnation
and Father Paul RAGUENEAU, long at the head of
Jesuit missions in New France and formerly the
tutor of the Great Condé, were quite explicit in
their letters to France (Marie Guyart de 1’Incar-
nation, Letftres (Richaudeau), II, 293; BN,
Meélanges de Colbert, 125, Ragueneau to Colbert
7 Nov. 1664), linking the English conquest of New
Holland in 1664 with the two renegades. A train
of events, therefore, was started by them which
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Finally a permit to fish on the coast of Anticosti
was secured from the governor. He was soon
recalled to France and Le FeBvre de La Barre
served in his place,

La Chesnaye’s plan actually was to get into the
coat beaver country at the spot at the mouths of
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Whether he did so at all is uncertain; and if he did
go into the interior, it is uncertain whether he
acted in the interest of the company or in an
endeavour to carry out a scheme hatched by
Daniel Greysolon* de Dulhut and other Cana-
dians, who were trying to get him back to New
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